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Ruth Eileen Mastriana
Mastriana, Ruth Eileen, 84, a longtime Fort Lauderdale resident, died Sunday morning at her winter 
home in Lauderdale by the Sea, Florida. Mrs. Mastriana was the loving widow of Attorney Frank A. 
Mastriana, formerly executive vice president and general counsel of the Edward J. De Bartolo 
Corporation, who preceded her in death in 1991. The DeBartolo Corporation built many of the shopping 
malls in south Florida and was the largest shopping center developer in The United States before its 
acquisition by the Simon Group. She was born in Youngstown, Ohio on January 16, 1920, the daughter 
of Domenic A. and Ruth Guerrieri Montani and sister of Marie P. DeBartolo. Mr. Montani was a 
prominent, well respected attorney in that area. Her sister Marie, wife of Edward J. DeBartolo, died in 
1987. She was a devoted wife, mother and sister. She had a creative flair and made her home a lovely 
and loving haven for her family. She frequently entertained her extended family, friends and her 
husband's business colleagues, and guests noted approvingly her artistic talent and eye for design. She 
enjoyed shopping for antiques, seeing the potential of old pieces when few others could, and delighted in 
restoring them and displaying them in her beautiful home. Mrs. Mastriana was a parishioner of 
Assumption Catholic Church. She was very active as a volunteer and supporter of many charities in 
Ohio, and while spending the winters at her residence in south Florida, became active as a supporter of 
Cystic Fibrosis and Juvenile Diabetes charities, as well as Covenant House and Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America. Mrs. Mastriana is survived by her three children, Attorney Ron (Alexandra) Mastriana of Fort 
Lauderdale, Mrs. Lynne (Michael) Christiansen of Fort Lauderdale, and Mrs. Ruth (Henry DiRienzo) 
Mastriana of Canfield, and eight grandchildren: Brien and Francesco Mastriana; Gina, Eric and Alena 
Christiansen; and Gregory, Nicholas and Michael DiRienzo. Services will be held at St. Charles Catholic 
Church in Youngtown, Ohio. The family requests that, in lieu of flowers, material contributions take the 
form of donations to the Marie P. DeBartolo Center for the Performing Arts at the University of Notre 
Dame, c/o Attorney Ron Mastriana, 1500 North Federal Highway, Suite 200, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33304. 
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